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Welcome
to our newsletter at the start of 
winter when homelessness is so 
hard for women. When you tackle 
female homelessness, the No 1 
cause - domestic violence –
demands attention. DV Connect Qld 
responded to 40,000 calls last year 
from women seeking advice, 
shelter, protection – a new life. Staff 
arranged emergency transport to a 
safe place for 2752 women and 
2895 children, and arranged refuge 
for 1954 women and 2791 children. 
Each year 2500 children, from new-
borns to 17yrs, pass through DV 
refuges in this state. We recognise 
this critical time – when a mother –
and therefore her family - can derail 
or succeed. It is absolutely crucial to 
spend money to support women in 
these situations if you are to halt 
inter-generational violence and 
poverty. That’s what we do.  And it 
works. We have regular feedback of 
mothers able to get back on their 
feet and children flourishing at new 
schools. Thank you for being an 
important part of that!

At Second Chance, we don’t 
need economists’ graphs to demonstrate 
that inequality is increasing in our society. At 
every committee meeting, where we assess all the 
projects that come in requesting funds, we see it all - the 
growing numbers of women, the shrinking pot of money. And it 
distresses us and, at the same time, inspires us - particularly when 
we receive letters of thanks from our recipients - and donations from so 
many individuals and organisations.
A report was released recently on older women who are at increased risk 
of becoming homeless. These are women over the age of 55 who have 
raised children, not been in fulltime paid work throughout their lives, 
never been the recipients of welfare payments or support services – but 
who have insufficient superannuation for unaffordable housing. 
Not so long ago, it was young women who were most at risk; who had left 
home because of family breakdowns and who simply were not able to 
earn enough to keep themselves and pay board. Some of them were 
determined to work – but with no safe place to sleep and no guaranteed 
facilities for keeping clean – it was simply not possible to get or keep a 
job. Their lives were miserable.
This is one reason that we provide support for young homeless mothers, 
and begin to address the reality of intergenerational homelessness. As a 
strategy it seems to be more sensible to find them a home and support 
them – early intervention costs less - than to face the long-term problem 
of disadvantaged and damaged individuals who have no stake in society. 
It’s Sociology 101. 
End of the financial year: This is the time of year when Second Chance 
is up against the greatest pressure. Winter. Sleeping rough or couch 
surfing or on someone’s open verandah, there is little protection from the 
cold, rain, wind and violence. It’s a time when we really need donations. 
Give at our Everyday Hero page 
www.secure4.everydayhero.com.au/charities/1806/donate or complete 
and send our donation form to PO Box 1598, Eagle Farm, Qld, 4009.
Save the date: June 12

He’s a corporate heavyweight, an innovative social thinker, a new breed 
of Australian philanthropist - a billionaire to boot – and guest speaker at 
the next Second Chance UQ Business School Breakfast. Find out more, 
P4.

http://www.secure4.everydayhero.com.au/charities/1806/donate
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Sculptor’s art and sole

When Kym Frame embarked on an art installation of 
more than 100 women’s cast and illuminated feet, 
pictured, the Brisbane sculptor wanted it to help 
Queensland’s disadvantaged women. She chose 
Second Chance as a perfect fit. The project culminated 
with the Women Afoot exhibition in New Farm’s 
Graydon Gallery, where the stunning circle of feet 
made from natural handmade banana paper, pictured, 
attracted a packed gallery. 
More than 100 women were involved in the project, 
from diverse backgrounds, aged 16-89. Each foot was 
four day’s work. She also recorded individual 
messages from the women, played in the gallery. 
Other messages were embroidered on works and 
screen printed on linen tea-towels, to sell for Second 
Chance. Kym’s Women Afoot project raised more than 
$5700 for us.  We’re enormously grateful to this artistic 
philanthropist.

Artist Kym Frame flanked by Marjorie Morton and dale spender

AGM Report
The 12th AGM of Second Chance Programme 
Fundraising Group Inc was held on May 8 at the 
boardroom of Herbert Smith Freehiills Lawyers, Central 
Plaza, Queen St, Brisbane, and we gratefully 
acknowledge the accommodation and refreshment 
support provided throughout the year – which is of 
great assistance in tackling the tasks that confront us. 
The chair reported on the achievements of the year 

and the treasurer’s report indicated that we almost 
achieved our optimistic fundraising goals.

The 2014 Second Chance committee: dale spender 
(chair), Vicki Scott  (deputy chair), Marjorie Morton 
(treasurer), Cate Heyworth-Smith (secretary), Marise 
McConaghy, Angie Wornes, Pia du Pradal and 
Kathleen Noonan. We will miss Margo Powell’s wide 
experience of fundraising; and the efficient presence of 
Zara Sexton who assures us she will always be 
available by email – but is busy with two babies and 
work demands. We hope the babies grow up soon!
Our DV work expands
NOW we confront domestic violence as the major 
cause of women’s homelessness - there are 60 DV-
specific refuges in Queensland, 34 in south-east 
Queensland, and all of them are flat out. So many 
women are forced to flee, with children, and just the 
clothes they stand up in. And in all likelihood there will 
be no beds available near their home immediately. 
Many are accommodated in a motel room, which is not 
ideal but a reality – this is the time when women can 
feel lonely and find it so hard to face the future – and 
some even return to violent partners.
We want to help these women find a pathway to a safe 
home. But there are so few homes they can go to. The 
Anglican Women’s Hostel alone turns away 150 
women a month. This is hard on the staff as well –
particularly as the weather worsens.
At almost every committee meeting we workshop the 
most effective ways of advocating for more effective 
campaigns for ending female homelessness. We 
congratulate Anna Bligh on her appointment as the 
new director of the YWCA NSW and her campaign to 
end domestic violence within two generations. ‘It won’t 
end’ she says, “until both women and men see it as 
totally unacceptable; WE need men to say to their 
mates ‘I won’t be your friend if you are doing this kind 
of stuff’.  We desperately hope that it starts to work. 
NSW police are faced with 94 domestic violence 
callouts each day – and many of the women who are 
killed by their partner or ex-partner (and the number is 
far greater than the ‘coward punches’) have previously 
applied for protection.  
If we cannot control the danger these women face, we 
MUST be able to find a safe home for them. That 
means resourcing them to start a new life, to send their 
children to a new school in the right uniform; we need 
to give them transport Go- cards so they can get to 
custody hearings – we need to give them food 
vouchers as well. We can help to subsidise rents, pay 
for removalists, provide basic furniture. But, we can’t 
provide affordable housing, when it doesn’t exist in the 
community. That is the root of the homelessness 
problem and can ONLY be solved by both levels of 
Government. 
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Book lovers benefit women

Author Prof Kay Saunders, Cate Heyworth-Smith and the Book 
Lovers Group’s Christine Dauber

Second Chance kicked off its fundraising program for 
2014 with a Brisbane Club dinner, organised in 
collaboration with its Book Lovers convenor Christine 
Dauber. Professor Kay Saunders spoke about her 
latest book, Deadly Australian Women. The diners paid 
close attention as they heard of the circumstances 
which drove women – from all walks of life - to kill for a 
variety of reasons. Anyone who walked home alone 
was more than likely to keep looking back over their 
shoulder – which was a sure sign that the evening was 
a great success. Thanks to those who helped organize 
the event – and to The Brisbane Club for its ongoing 
support.

$700 for a new life
At this stage – after 10 years of supporting homeless 
women - we estimate that we have supported 800 
women into safe and secure accommodation; we have 
given them a chance for a new life. We have only been 
able to do this because of the generous support we 
have received from sponsors, donors and many 
individuals who have raise money for us. 
We were almost overwhelmed by the formation of The 
700 club. At one of our events we mentioned it took an 
average of $700 dollars to get woman off the streets 
and into a home (and on the pathway to independence 
with training assistance). And five young women from 
Ascot formed The 700 Club and organized their own 
event to raise $700 – to help one woman at a time. 
They sent us a donation of $2100 after the first event. 
Such initiative gives us much momentum.
It is these acts of commitment and generosity which 
inspire us to keep on fundraising which is only the first 
stage of our work. We then assess the greatest needs, 
and find the experts who can deliver the most effective 
solutions. Committee members visit DV shelters and 
are impressed by how much is delivered by such a 
dedicated few. We provide project forms for them to fill 
in (one and a half pages – very different from the 
average grant application) – and then we find the best 
way to finance their requirements.

The women we help
A RANGE of disadvantaged women come through the 
doors of the accommodation we help fund - often with 
complicated problems. Here’s a snapshot of women 
and how our funding is dovetailed with numerous other 
services - whether at the Anglicare emergency 
accommodation at Bardon, with Brisbane Housing 
Company; or at a DV refuge…. 
A mother arrives in a refuge with two children – the 
eldest son, 9, has significant intellectual disability and 
the cognitive functioning of a five-year-old. The abusive 
father used the son’s disability to claim the mother was 
not coping. The mother is with the refuge for six 
months and demonstrates great strengths in her 
advocacy of her son’s rights. She works with staff on 
parenting issues. They now have secure and 
appropriate social housing.
SC funded moving her belongings to their new home.
A woman in Brisbane Housing Co accommodation has 
been part of an employment program we fund. She is 
doing well in her tenancy and has achieved 
employment. Through Sarina Russo agency, she has 
found a part-time administration job in the retail 
property industry. Fulfilling her career path, she says, 
has helped her have a sense of achievement. Her 
state of well-being has greatly improved since being 
housed.
Second Chance funds women’s tenancy through our 
rental-gap program and participation in the 
employment training program.

Take virtual tour of a Refuge 
MOST Australians have never visited a DV refuge and 
never will. Many women who are in violent home don’t 
even know they exist and what they offer.  Yet, they 
are the vital gateway away from abuse and the first 
step on the pathway to a safe home. 
That’s why we financially assist DV refuges throughout 
the state. They are welcoming, safe places hidden in 
our suburbs, equipped to handle traumatised women 
and those with children. How long do you think most 
abused women usually stay in a DV refuge before they 
move to the next step of housing? The average is 60 
days. You need to arrange custody orders and DVOs 
for protection sorted out, and legal help and Centrelink 
and new bank accounts set up. You need counselling
for children and women, many who are physically and 
mentally traumatised. You need to settle children into 
new schools. 
But really to build up women and children to feel strong 
and take control of their lives, it takes all those things 
together. A new short film that gives a glimpse of the 
world inside of DV refuges has been made, a 
collaboration between Chisholm Inc and Brisbane 
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Domestic Violence Service. Watch it here 
www.bdvs.org.au/latest/latest-news. Advice about 
domestic violence situations can be accessed on 
DVConnect Hotline 1800 811 811.

Rehab for addicted women

Artist’s impression of 20-bed residence at Red Hill.

WE were shocked to learn that out of the 200 state-
funded ‘’recovery beds’’ for those suffering from drug, 
alcohol and gambling addictions, there are only 48 
designated beds for women in Queensland. Yet, 
women now make up half of all problem gamblers and 
many studies show that compared to men with alcohol 
problems, women with drinking addictions are more 
likely to suffer severe brain damage, and more likely to 
commit suicide out of despair and shame. Yet, those in 
crisis are being turned away from rehab programs 
because of acute shortage of beds.
Knowing addictions are some of the surest pathways to 
female homelessness, Second Chance was keen to be 
part of Project NOW, which is building a $1.7million, 
20-bed facility at Brisbane’s Red Hill exclusively for 
women with addictions. It has been a collaboration 
between the Rotary Club of Brisbane Planetarium, The 
Zonta Club of Brisbane Metro Breakfast Club (and 
affiliated Zonta Clubs) and The Salvation Army.
Second Chance will fund the furnishing of 20 
bedrooms, two common rooms and the case-working 
offices, knowing such a facility will allow the women to 
more successfully undergo recovery and restore their 
lives with dignity and privacy. 

International Women’s Day

Young mountaineer Alyssa Azar, centre, with dale spender and
Karen Spiller at the IWD lunch

Ww again are most grateful to the Alliance of Girls 
Schools, and particularly to Ms Karen Spiller, for their 
support of the IWD Lunch at the Brisbane Club, and for 
the $2270 donation to Second Chance. We were all in 
awe of one of the guest speaker and youngest person 
in the room – Alyssa Azar - who then was on the verge 
of setting out to attempt to climb Mt Everest; she was a 
most inspirational young women. Terrible and tragic 
conditions on the mountain this climbing season have 
since forced her to abandon the attempt.

BGGS committee
With the marketing nous that puts together cake and 
Valentine’s Day, the fundraising efforts of the Second 
Chance Committee at BGGS is off and running. There 
are more girls involved every year, meeting weekly. 
They are great at raising funds and awareness of the 
plight of homeless women. Valentine’s Day Cake Bake 
alone raised $600 and with the lunchtime viewing of 
Malala Yousafzai’s UN address on International 
Women’s Day – their account is looking very healthy. 
Second Chance looks forward to hearing their plans for 
allocating the money and congratulates them on their 
financial and management skills. We also thank them 
for the energy they put into selling raffle tickets at our 
events. We think they have a great future before them!

Upcoming event…..
June 12: We are 
delighted that our first 
speaker of the year in 
our Second Chance 
UQ Business Breakfast 
Series will be Peter 
Hunt, pictured, who 
has spent much of his 
career advising some 
of the leaders of 
Australia’s corporate 
world. The veteran 
investment banker, 

who is chairman and original fonder of Greenhills 
Caliburn, then took on the challenge of social 
problems. He is one of the new breed of philanthropists 
putting their business expertise to use to tackle some 
of the country’s most challenging problems. 
Peter helped establish women’s Community Shelters in 
NSW and wants to shake up Australia’s approach to 
tackling tough social issues. He is part of a new 
conversation about philanthropy, social vision, 
innovation and Australia’s corporate role in community.  
So join us at The Customs House on Thursday June 
12. Book your tickets at 
www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au

http://www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au/

