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SEASON’S 
GREETINGS
from Second Chance - the only 
charity in Australia that exclusively 
raises money for homeless women. 
We are 10 professional women who 
have day jobs (and produced three 
babies with two more on the way). 

We are volunteers with no 
overheads, have no buildings and 
pay no wages. And we make a 
difference in the lives of countless 
women. 

Very shortly, Molly Hitchcock, who 
has been with us for three years 
skilfully managing the committee 
and our strategies, will return to the 
UK. We don’t think we can do 
without her. She may become our 
first international and virtual 
committee member! 

We also would like to congratulate 
the Governor-General Quentin 
Bryce for her support of women’s 
issues throughout 2013, in particular 
domestic violence and female 
homelessness. Such a high-profile 
voice is most welcome. We wish her 
well in retirement next year.

We welcome the opportunity to keep all 
our many generous supporters informed of 
the year’s events that help to raise awareness 
of homelessness and raise money to help the many, 
many, homeless women in desperate need of support. 
This is a matter of great concern during the winter when there are 
mothers and children living in cars; and then in Queensland’s stormy 
summer with women living in sheds in someone’s backyard or on open 
balconies. We’ve known of all these dire scenarios.

At this celebratory time of the year, the contrast is always distressing 
when, in the 34 domestic refuges in South East Queensland, so many 
women and children have so little to celebrate. Which is why Second 
Chance always has good news – and bad news.

The good news is we have had a successful fundraising year, 
supporting hundreds of women in emergency refuges – including young 
homeless mothers – and we have continued to pay the difference 
between the required rent – and what women can pay in Brisbane 
Housing Company accommodation. We have also financially assisted 
20 domestic violence refuges, the first step in the pathway to a safe 
home. Second Chance also supports emergency accommodation for 
women; but an emergency bed isn’t a home and there aren’t even 
sufficient emergency beds for women; the shameful reality is that there 
are 10 TIMES as many crisis beds for men in Brisbane as there are for 
women. And we believe there are more homeless women than men. 
Much work to do.

Given that domestic violence is now the greatest cause of 
homelessness among women we are determined to lobby for more 
educational campaigns to end it and to make it a major issue; we must 
face the fact that when 1 in 3 women encounters violence in her lifetime 
- this is not the lucky country for women.

Help those less fortunate this Christmas

Right through the Christmas/New Year season, when so many services 
close down, Second Chance projects will be working hard for those 
who need our help. Donate at our everyday hero page 
https://secure4.everydayhero.com.au/charities/1806/donate or by 
completing our donation form and sending to PO Box 1598, Eagle 
Farm, Qld, 4009.

https://secure4.everydayhero.com.au/charities/1806/donate
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These figures shocked us!
There are 40,000 reasons why Second Chance has 
expanded its support of Queensland’s domestic 
violence refuges. We see these safe secure places 
dotted throughout the suburbs as the first step on a 
pathway to a new home and life for women and 
children. In 2012/13, DVConnect Womensline 
responded to almost 40,000 phone calls for crisis 
support, counselling and advice around family 
violence. That’s 770 calls a week or 110 a day! Staff 
arranged emergency transport to a safe place for 2752 
women and their 2895 children. They were able to 
arrange refuge for 1954 women and their 2791 
children; and emergency accommodation for a further 
3500 women and children. At Second Chance we 
know, that with your funds, every night in Queensland’s 
suburbs, some women and children can sleep easier.

Why I donate……with Noel 
Whittaker

Noel Whittaker and Mia Freedman at our UQ Business School 
breakfast in November

“All my life I’ve believed in potential - you always invest 
in potential. That’s the space that Second Chance 
works in – what is possible when you assist women 
and their children out of poverty and homelessness. 
That’s why we back them. It is money well spent.

“My wife Geraldine says that to achieve mastery in a 
field – sport, a career, a new language - you need 
10,000 hours of deliberate practice throughout your 
life. So, what about children who have endured 10,000 
hours of violence or the effects of poverty and 
homelessness? What happens to them?’’    

Noel Whittaker, pictured with Mia Freedman, is one of 
Australia’s foremost financial commentators, having 

written 20 books that have sold two million copies. His 
wife Geraldine is a psychologist who has worked in the 
area of family violence. Together they are Second 
Chance donors.

Will you help us lobby?
Several law changes could make all the difference in 
the world for women facing family violence in 
Queensland. We know that domestic violence is the 
greatest cause of women’s homelessness. For too long 
– like child abuse – it has been a taboo topic, which 
raises hackles rather than funds. This is changing and 
you can be part of that.

1. One change that would make a substantial 
difference would be the introduction of the law 
which applies in South Australia and Tasmania –
where the perpetrator of the violence is required to 
leave the family home. This not only places less 
pressure on the emergency refuges, it reduces the 
stress on children if they can stay in familiar 
circumstances. Clearly it will not work in all family 
violence situations. But in some, it does work. Any 
of our supporters who are lawyers and who want to 
make a difference – it would be of immense help if 
Queensland could have the same ‘’family home’’ 
law. 

2. There are women in domestic violence refuges in 
Queensland who simply don’t exist – in that they 
aren’t eligible for any Federal Government or
Centrelink payments. Plus they receive no health 
services and have no Medicare card. If you are a 
New Zealander or a young wife who has come 
from another country – and are not an Australian 
citizen – yet you are subjected to domestic 
violence – there is nowhere for you to go. Every 
emergency refuge tries to take them in but it is 
stretching them to breaking point financially. This 
Federal policy needs changing to allow financial 
help for these incredibly vulnerable women and 
children. Anyone interested in lobbying, contact us 
via www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au

3. There need to be more tax incentives for the 
construction of social and affordable housing to 
ease Australia’s chronic housing crisis. That’s not 
where we can put our energies but if, at any 
chance you get, you can chew the ear of a 
politician, do it. They need to hear loud and clear 
that Australians believe homelessness can be 
solved. And they have the levers to do it. Home 
ownership has been driven further from the reach 
of ordinary households, let alone those of 
disadvantaged Australians. In his first major 
speech on housing since the federal election, 
Social Services Minister Kevin Andrews referred to 
a national housing shortfall which the National 
Housing Supply Council expects will grow to nearly 
370,000 dwellings by 2016.

http://www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au/
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What a year of events 
A Winter’s Lunch

Kathleen Noonan, poet Rachael Briggs and MC Kay McGrath

Second Chance held a very successful (and 
generously sponsored) lunch at Baguette Restaurant. 
Our thanks to committee member Margo Powell who 
did much of the organisation, our gracious and 
effective MC, journalist Kay McGrath, and ‘travelling 
poet’ Rachael Briggs, who walked among the spell-
bound audience reciting her poem Toothfish. 

On a sadder note, we would like to express our 
condolences to Baguettes’ Marilyn Domenech on the 
passing of her husband Francis, who established this 
much-loved iconic Ascot restaurant, and was a strong 
supporter of Second Chance.

Swing into Spring

Gemma Schodel, Zara Sexton, Amy Bent, Chloe Richardson and 
Samantha Hudghton

What a way to welcome in a season…Our annual 
fundraising event Swing into Spring on September 6 at 
Mirra brought out an elegant crowd of those passionate 
about assisting Brisbane’s disadvantaged women. A 
warm thanks to committee member Zara Sexton and 
her organisers Samantha Hudghton, Amy Bent, Chloe 
Richardson, Cass Thies and Gemma Schodel. Thanks 
also to sponsors Ariadne and Castaway for their ever-
generous support, Brisbane Arcade for the beautiful 
fashion parade, and the talents of MC Shelley Craft 

and Amy Bent, who designs all our wonderful event 
invitations. A great night of fashion, dancing and 
philanthropy.

UQ Business School Breakfast

UQ Business School’s senior lecturer of Innovation Management Tim 
Kastelle, Mia Freedman, dale spender and Marjorie Morton

Online entrepreneur Mia Freedman was guest speaker 
at our corporate breakfast at the Sofitel on November 
7. We are most impressed that just two days after 
Melbourne Cup celebrations, so many supporters 
fronted up. Mia took us behind the scenes of the 
women’s magazines, where every image of a woman 
is airbrushed to look perfect. She contrasted this with 
her real world, running mamamia.com.au, while 
juggling children. Donor Noel Whittaker spoke 
movingly about the real world that many children in 
Australia face, born into poverty or violence. It was the 
best raffle result we have had – thank you speakers 
and the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Year 12 
students who never wearied in selling tickets. They 
said that they don’t want to stop supporting Second 
Chance after they leave school. So, we could well have 
a SC committee of Old Girls. Philanthropists of the 
future? Warmest thanks as always to sponsor UQ 
Business School.

Oh, you wonderful 
fundraisers!
Future game-changers

Students at Brisbane Girls Grammar School and St 
Aidan’s Anglican Girls School have revealed their 
social enterprise skills, raising money for Second 
Chance projects. St Aidan’s girls organised and ran 
their own arts event, raising almost $5500. With 
donations from St Aidan’s chaplain and BGGS 
students, more than $10 000 has been donated. 

BGGS students also set themselves the task of 
researching, organising and funding the purchase of 
new ‘’job-interview-ready’’ clothing for disadvantaged 
girls at Southside independent school, an early step in 
short-circuiting the poverty cycle. It has been most 
welcome. We applaud all the girls’ entrepreneurial 
spirit!
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Hiking to fund homes

Sonya Konig

When a simple walk turns into something much 
bigger…Over drinks at a K&L Gates women network 
event, Sonya Konig, heard dale spender talk about 
increased homelessness amongst young women aged 
15 to 19. She was training for a hike in WA’s Margaret 
River, an area reminiscent of her hometown of Cape 
Town. So she turned the 135km Cape-to-Cape Track 
trek into a fundraiser for us. Sonya raised $1345. Much 
appreciated.

Refuge facelift

Tara Castle and friends glam it up. Photo: Andy Graves

Each year Tara Castle organises a charity dinner, 
GLAM it up for Charity to raise money for a worthy 
cause. This year she raised $9379 to help women’s 
refuges to upgrade kitchen facilities and donated it to 
Second Chance. We will be working with refuges to put 
the money to good use. Thank you Tara and Sacha 
Drake for supporting us.

What’s possible…
Success story

Glenis

Glenis was facing living in an unsafe boarding house 
with significant health risks when she was referred by 
the Salvation Army and found stability in a Brisbane 
Housing Company apartment, subsidized by Second 
Chance. She received a Second Chance package of 
new furniture, a bed, lounge, fridge, coffee table and 
dining set. She has since graduated with her Certificate 
II in Business through a training refresher course and 
has made herself a new life.

We know what works

There is no point in finding a home for a woman if she 
cannot afford to pay the ongoing rent. And there is no 
way a woman can afford even the barest studio 
apartment in Brisbane, if she hasn’t got work. This is 
why we are now assisting women to enter training 
programs and to find a job, through the Sarina Russo 
Institute.

A return-home fare

SOMETIMES, solutions for family homelessness come 
in unlikely guises. Boystown refuge was supporting a 
mother and her five children, fleeing family violence. 
Even as long-term residents in Australia, there was no 
income support to sustain them beyond the refuge. 
Their prospects were bleak. So, they decided to return 
to NZ but faced the hurdle of travel and documentation 
costs. Even the eldest daughter was saving. BoysTown
advised that returning home meant support for the 
family. Second Chance made up the $800 shortfall. We 
saw it as a cost-effective way of assisting a family of 
six onto a pathway to a safe home, rather than facing 
poverty in Australia.

2014 event date claimer
Tuesday February 18: It’s a book club event with a 
deadly difference. Author, anthropologist and historian 
Kay Saunders will discuss her latest book “Deadly 
Australian Women’’ at a Brisbane Club evening over 
dinner, with profits to Second Chance. Her previous 
bestselling “Notorious Australian Women’’ (2011) 
explores the lives of some of Australia’s most infamous 
women. Tickets on sale soon. For details, keep an eye 
on www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au

Have a safe & happy 
Christmas
To all our supporters and donors and prize givers, and 
to those who dig deep as each new project and new 
need is revealed, thank you. Have a wonderful and 
safe Christmas. Our thoughts are also with the many 
women and children throughout Queensland who will
feel that the world is against them, while all around so 
many are celebrating a safe home and happy family 
life. We can make it a possibility for all. 

http://www.secondchanceprogramme.com.au/



